70               THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

propriety of my going to Colombo. You need not worry about
my election as a Congress delegate. I have not come to any final
conclusion. When the actuality faces me, I know that the way
will be as clear to me as the blue skies. I am, therefore, "careful
for nothing". I am not anxious to go as a deputce, but I shall
not avoid the task if I must perform it. I hope you are doing
well.

From the manuscript of Mahadcv Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan Dcsai

84.   LETTER TO DR. PRANJ1VAN MEHTA

[BOMBAY,]
January 9, 1919

My health, like the moon, has its phases; it waxes and it
wanes; only it jumps the new moon day. The pain caused by piles
has disappeared completely, but I have no appetite and feel weak
in the body and to that extent the illness persists.
[From Gujarati]

Mahadevbhaini Diary, Vol. IV

85.   LETTER TO MAGAMAL GANDHI
[BOMBAY,]
January 10, 1919
These days, I have been thinking so much about all sorts
of things that I often feel a strong urge to share some of my
thoughts with you all. But, thanks to physical weakness and
mental torpor, I can neither write nor dictate. Today I cannot
help dictating. In the changes I am making at present, my
atman bears witness that I am showing no weakness. I am
making them with a detached mind and out of my strength, the
main purpose being to satisfy all of you and the other friends, I simply
cannot bear to look at Ba's face. The expression is often like that
on the face of a meek cow and gives one the feeling, as a cow
occasionally does, that in her own dumb manner she was saying
something, I see, too, that there is selfishness in this suffering of
hers; even so, her gentleness overpowers me and I feel inclined
to relax in all matters in which I possibly may. Only four days ago,
she W?LS making herself miserable about milk? and? on the im-